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Objectives

• Provide a brief overview of HIV among Black Americans in the 
United States (US) South

• Examine the gap in HIV prevention interventions focused on Black 
women in the US

• Discuss the role of nursing in addressing the HIV epidemic among 
Black Americans

• Offer 3 priorities for a call to action to address HIV disparities 
among Blacks in the US South



HIV in the United States South



Retrieved from https://aidsvu.org/local-data/united-states/south/



North Carolina Counties

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/nc.cdb/viz/NCD3NorthCarolinaDiseaseDataDashboard/DiseaseMapsandTrends
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/stds/figures/hiv19rpt_11302020.pdf
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Black Women in 
the United States 

• The intersection of race, 
class and gender

• Health inequities and 
structural racism

• The role of Black women 
as leaders within their 
social networks (families 
and communities)



PrEP Uptake 
among Black 
Women in the US

• Known to be effective, but <1% 
of Black women use PrEP

• Facilitators and Barriers to PrEP
Uptake (PrEP stigma, medical 
distrust, implicit bias, structural 
racism and discrimination, 
providers)

• Evidence-Based Interventions to 
improve PrEP Uptake are 
working

• Women have not been a 
priority

Retrieved from https://aidsvu.org/local-data/united-states/south/
Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/library/slidesets/cdc-hiv-
prevention-and-care-outcomes-2018.pdf

https://aidsvu.org/local-data/united-states/south/


A Salon-Based Intervention to 
Promote the Awareness, Knowledge, 
and Uptake of PrEP among Black 
Women in the US South



The Role of Nursing

• Nurses have historically been on the 
frontline of the HIV epidemic 

• The holistic practice of nursing is 
well-aligned with the needs of HIV 
prevention, care, leadership and 
decision-making

• Nursing as a science and art; social 
determinants/contributors of health; 
community engagement approaches

• Nurses engagement on health care 
decision-making platforms to 
influence funding priorities and policy 
across the HIV care continuum



A Call to Action

1

2

3

Increase funding priorities to support HIV research focused on 
Black women in the US, particularly in the US South

Examine how structures, systems, environments and policies 
impact HIV inequities among Black women in the US (including 
funding agencies, decision-making bodies and review boards)

Acknowledge the contributions and engage the expertise of 
Nurse Scientists who have been on the frontline of the HIV 
epidemic through clinical practice and research

Structural and Systems level strategies are urgently needed:
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