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Brand Guidelines

By definition, we can think of our brand as the perception others have 
of us. Duke University School of Nursing’s brand defines us as a premier 
nursing education and research institution.  We are recognized for our 
diverse community of scholars and clinicians, including outstanding 
faculty.  Our innovative research, unique educational curricula and 
alignment with a world-class medical center creates our global brand.

A brand is strengthened by consistent messaging, tone and graphical 
approach in all communications. These brand and web guidelines for the 
School of Nursing were developed with the goal of facilitating a shared 
approach to establishing a strong, distinctive identity for the School among 
its many departments, centers, institutes, offices and units. Effective brand 
management protects the integrity of the School’s academic, research and 
outreach missions and adds value to your work.

As an academic unit, the School of Nursing logo is an important part of 
both Duke University’s and Duke Health’s branding structures. There are 
two formal versions of the DUSON logo that can be used. Only approved 
DUSON logos can be used on promotional merchandise and printed and 
electronic materials. The Marketing and Communications team should be 
contacted to ensure proper use.

Sometimes Programs, Centers, Institutes and Departments need to 
establish their individual identity by creating a version of the Duke logo. 
Both Duke University and Duke Health guidelines allow for a subordinate 
logo to be created that remains aligned with the larger Duke brand.  

The Marketing and Communications team can assist with these requests. 
This guide covers the basics of how to visually communicate the Duke 
University School of Nursing brand accurately. 

The School of Nursing Marketing & Communications team will provide 
answers to any questions or provide assistance when needed. All materials 
should be approved by the Marketing & Communications team. Contact 
Amy Baskin at amy.baskin@duke.edu for help. 

More detailed information about the Duke Health and Duke University 
brands can be found at branding.dukehealth.org and styleguide.duke.edu 

Of special note, the term DUSON should be reserved for internal use 
only. DUSON, as a name, should not be applied to any formal or external 
settings. DUSON is an acronym and should only be used after the Duke 
University School of Nursing is written, following AP style guidelines.
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The Duke University School of Nursing 
logo should be used to align a department, 
group or unit with the School and/or identify 
the School’s association with messages, 
events, etc.

The logo includes the Shield and the 
wordmark The wordmark is the stylized name 
of the School. The wordmark may be used in 
instances where the audience is familiar with 
the DUSON brand.

Logos

Primary Logo – Horizontal

Primary Wordmark – Horizontal

Secondary Logo – Stacked

Secondary Wordmark – Stacked
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The Duke Health logo should be used for 
clinical or patient care purposes and when an 
event or program is associated with the Duke 
University Health System, the Duke University 
School of Medicine and the Duke University 
School of Nursing and/or comprises all these 
three missions: research, clinical care and 
education.

Duke University is a global, interdisciplinary 
university whose schools and units work 
together for a common mission. The Duke 
University logo should be used when specific 
alignment with the University is needed.

The School of Nursing crest may only be 
used for official, authorized documents (such 
as certificates, items related to graduation, 
awards and honors) and high-end, 
substantial formal objects. It should not be 
used to replace the logo. The crest may not 
be adapted in any way. Do not use the crest 
in combination with other graphic elements, 
including the logo. The crest may only be 
used as specified here and may not be used 
for private or personal identification. Each 
use of the crest requires written permission 
from the Marketing and Communications 
Department. Contact Amy Baskin at amy.
baskin@duke.edu for more information.

Other Institutional Logos

Duke Health Logo

Duke Health Logo

Duke University School of Nursing Crest is not to be used

X
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Duke University has a long-standing policy of 
protecting the symbols that are associated 
with its name and reputation as one of the 
finest universities in the country. Duke owns 
and controls its name(s) and other marks, 
logos, images, insignias, seal designs and 
symbols (hereafter, “trademarks”) that have 
become associated with the institution. 

Duke’s trademarks include, but are not 
limited to: the words DUKE, Duke University, 
Blue Devils, Dukie, Wade Wacko and Cameron 
Crazie; and logos such as the stylized ‘D’, the 
Blue Devil, the Devil head, the Duke with 
Heart Design, the Pitchfork design, the official 
Duke seal and the Duke shield. 

Duke University requires that all individuals, 
organizations, departments and companies, 
both internal and external, obtain prior 
approval from Duke’s Office of Trademark 
Licensing before using the trademarks of 
Duke University for any purpose including, 
but not limited to, use of the trademarks for 
products, services, advertising, etc.

Unauthorized use of Duke trademarks is 
subject to civil and criminal penalties. Duke 
reserves the right to take appropriate action 
when confronted with unauthorized use of 
its trademarks. Such actions may include 
confiscation of the goods, financial penalties 
and legal action.

Other Institutional Logos, cont.

Duke Athletic Logos are not to be used
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It is important for program and center logos 
to follow a uniform visual approach that 
clearly identifies them as part of the Duke 
University School of Nursing.

Departmental logos use type treatments
and adhere to the same rules and restrictions 
as the Duke University School of Nursing 
logo.

Logos for all clinical and specialty 
departments are available upon request.  
Please contact Amy Baskin at  
amy.baskin@duke.edu.

Department/Center Logos

Center for Nursing Research

Institute for Educational Excellence

PhD Program in Nursing

Masters of Science in Nursing Program
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Giving proper space to the Duke University 
School of Nursing and departmental logos is 
essential for optimal brand recognition.

When possible use 1X minimum spacing as 
shown in the examples. 65%X spacing can be 
used in limited space environments.

Logo Position (Margins)

1X

65% of 1X

1X

1X

1X

65% of 1X
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The primary logo color for Duke University 
School of Nursing is Duke Health blue. Black 
can be used when there are competing colors 
or when greater contrast is needed. For color 
specifications, see page 10.

A reversed logo (in white) can be used for 
dark backgrounds but those backgrounds 
should be solid color. No other colors or 
patterns should be applied to the logo. The 
logo should not be used over photos.

Logo Colors
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Arial is to be used only for inter-office 
communications. Arial is found in all 
Microsoft Office products.

Open Sans is the primary font for all 
Duke University School of Nursing 
communications. Multiple weights are 
available depending on application.

It is available for free download via
Google Fonts:
www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection:Open+Sans

Roboto Slab can be used as an alternate 
headline font to add variety.  It should only be 
used for headlines, not for body copy or any 
other application. 

It is available for free download via
Google Fonts:
www.google.com/fonts#UsePlace:use/Collection: 
Roboto+Slab

Typography

Arial
Inter-office Font

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Arial / Regular 

Open Sans
Primary Font

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Open Sans / Light

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Open Sans / Regular

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Open Sans / Semibold

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTUVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Open Sans / Bold

Roboto Slab
Alternate Headline Font

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Roboto Slab / Regular

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRXTVWXYZ 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890%&@*(.,#!?)
Roboto Slab / Bold



Duke University School of Nursing Brand Guidelines 11

The Duke University School of Nursing 
color palette is designed to work in harmony 
with the Duke University and Duke Health 
brands while allowing additional flexibility for 
departments to represent themselves with a 
certain amount of individuality.

More variation can be achieved through 
shade and tint adjustments (see Tertiary 
Colors), rather than the addition of 
completely new hues. This will reduce color 
incompatibilities and keep the palette from 
drifting too far from the Duke Health and 
Duke University brands.

Colors

Duke Health Blue 
CMYK 100-68-0-12 
Pantone 287
RGB 0-83-155
HEX #00569D

Duke Green
CMYK 27-8-81-10 
Pantone 2300
RGB 177-185-81
HEX #B1B951

Duke Red
CMYK 0-84-81-9 
Pantone 7625
RGB 220-74-56
HEX #DC4A38

Duke Blue 
CMYK 100-75-6-24 
Pantone 288
RGB 0-26-87 
HEX #001A57

Duke Yellow 
CMYK 0-24-94-0
RGB 245-200-103 
HEX #F6C867

Duke Sky Blue 
CMYK 100-28-0-0 
Pantone 3005
RGB 6-128-205 
HEX #0680CD

Duke Gray
CMYK 0-0-0-80
Pantone Cool Gray 10
RGB 88-88-91 
HEX #58595B

Duke Orange
CMYK 1-58-100-0
Pantone 715
RGB 242-133-33 
HEX #F28521

Duke Purple
CMYK 66-88-27-11
Pantone 520
RGB 105-62-113 
HEX #693E71

HEX #637C38

HEX #D7E07D

HEX #AE3E37

HEX #FD6F65

HEX #E6AB2E

HEX #FEE5AA

HEX #6AB3E1

HEX #B4D9F0

HEX #CC6628

HEX #FDBB7F

HEX #967A9A

HEX #C1B2C4

HEX #6476A4

HEX #A5ADCA

HEX #808285

HEX #BCBEC0

Primary Colors

Secondary Colors

Tertiary Colors
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Backgrounds for web and print graphics are 
solid colors only. Colors should selected from 
the Primary or Secondary Colors. Horizontal 
lines can be added at the top and bottom for 
additional interest in complementing colors 
or shades. If an additional callout is needed a 
circle can be used.  

Backgrounds

Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

Preparing advanced practice nurses to meet the needs of 
infants and children with multisystem, complex and rapidly 
changing clinical conditions.

Program Highlights:

• Clinical settings include intensive care units, emergency departments and inpatient 
units as well as ambulatory, rehabilitative and specialty-based clinics.

• Multiple state-of-the-art simulation opportunities available to develop in the 
advanced practice role and foster teamwork and leadership skills in a safe, 
supportive and interactive student-centered environment.

• Faculty actively involved as clinicians, researchers and educators in a variety of 
pediatric acute care settings, allowing for creative, innovative and effective teaching 
strategies and student clinical opportunities.

Population Care
Coordinator Program
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Images for printing require a resolution of 
300 dpi (dots per inch) or more at the final 
size. When providing images, make sure 
the image is either jpg or tiff. Files will be 
created as CMYK images for placement into 
documents that will eventually be prepared 
for printing. 

Images taken from websites are 72 dpi and 
require an image size of just over 4 times 
the web image to hit the 300 dpi target. 

Images less than 300 begin to get soft and 
pixelated as the resolution goes down.  On 
the other hand, images that are more than 
300 dpi at full size, are generally resized to 
around 300 dpi.

Resoution of Images for Printing

72 DPI 300 DPI

Original Photo

If you take candid photos, please do the following: 

1. Make sure your photo size is turned up to max (or large or huge or maximum). 
This will be sure you get the highest resolution. It will not make much difference 
when you are posting to Instagram, but it will make a huge difference if you ever 
see the shots on a TV screen or in print.

2. Observe the rule of thirds in composing your shot. Imagine your screen is 
divided into three equal parts with a line at 1/3 of the screen and another at 2/3 of 
the screen. Place your subject on one of those lines and not in the middle. Almost 
all great shots follow this rule!

3. Try to shoot “light into dark”. Put more light on your subject than the 
background. Shoot them in a doorway, put them in sun with shade behind 
them, or put them beside a light. Always try to get your subject brighter than the 
background.

4. If you are outside, make sure the sun is shining on your back when you shoot. 
This ensures your subject is lit and light is not hitting your lens. 

5. Get closer to your subject. Fill the frame with them!

6. Wipe your lens off before you shoot!

Photo Tips:
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Use of logos from other institutions should 
not occur without written permission 
from the institution. Logos from other 
organizations should not be taken from 
images on web sites. Best quality logos are 
.eps or vector files that come directly from 
the institution. Logos that are bit-mapped 
images require the same 300 dpi (dots 
per inch) target that photos and other 
images need to be for printing. Vector 
art is resolution independent and can be 
sized to any dimension without losing any 
quality.

Vector or .eps files will have to be 
converted to jpgs for web use.

Outside Logo Art

.eps file .jpg/.png file from web

Enlarged .eps file Enlarged .jpg/.png file from web
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DUSON faculty and staff should use 
standardized email signatures.

Email Signatures

Firstname Lastname, PhD
Title 1
Title 2

Duke School of Nursing, Department Name
DUMC 3322, 307 Trent Drive, Durham, NC 27710
919-123-4567 Office / 919-246-2468 Mobile / 919-135-7900 Fax
firstname.lastname@duke.edu
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Please contact Human Resources for 
assistance with ordering business cards. 

Business Cards

DUMC 3322
307 Trent Drive
Durham, NC 27710
nursing.duke.edu

School of Nursing
DUMC 3322

307 Trent Drive
Durham, NC 27710

nursing.duke.edu

(919) 684-9356 ext. 000
(919) 684-3581 fax

(919) 684-0000 pager
your.name@duke.edu

(919) 684-9356 ext. 000
(919) 684-3581 fax

(919) 684-0000 pager
your.name@duke.edu

Michael Evans, MEd
Assistant Dean, 

Communications, Marketing & Business Development

Michael Evans, MEd
Assistant Dean, Communications, 
Marketing & Business Development
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Word templates can be found at (web 
address). These templates have been 
created to aid in development of flyers 
and other communication. They have been 
professionally developed and adhere to the 
standards set in this guide.

Three PowerPoint templates are also 
available. These templates should be used for 
formal presentations to prospective students, 
current students, faculty, staff and more.

PowerPoint Templates

PowerPoint Vertical Image Template

PowerPoint  DUSON Atrium Template

PowerPoint DUSON Ghosted Building Template

 Duke Nursing Programs 

Nationally-Ranked Excellence 

 Duke Nursing Programs 

Nationally-Ranked Excellence 

 Duke Nursing Programs 

Nationally-Ranked Excellence 

Nursing par Excellence  

Reasons DUSON exceeds the bar: 
•  Facilities 
•  Faculty 
•  Programs 
•  Integration 

Nursing par Excellence  

Reasons DUSON exceeds the bar: 
•  Facilities 
•  Faculty 
•  Programs 
•  Integration 

Nursing par Excellence  

Reasons DUSON exceeds the bar: 
•  Facilities 
•  Faculty 
•  Programs 
•  Integration 
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The Marketing & Communications 
department has created a video template 
to aid in the development of any type of 
video. The template has been professionally 
developed and meets the brand standards.  
A screenshot shows some of the graphics 
included in the template. To access the 
template, please contact Amy Baskin at 
amy.baskin@duke.edu.

Video Templates

Video Title Sample Template


